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Prizegiving 1982 - Mrs, Hatchuells Speech. ~
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Mr. Turner, Chairman of the Board of Governors;-Mr. Moss, honoured guests,

ladies and gentlement, children.

Sharon school has a wonderful motto -~ Let there be Light.

Light is not just the simple illumination which enables us to see each other

and the objects around us, Light means much more, It means knowledge,
understanding, joy, revelation so that we can appreciate, utilise for the

benefit of mankind, and enjoy all G-d's creations.

Our school was eriginmelly established for a specific purpose,and that is,

to ensure that the children of our Jewish community have the opportumity,

of learning and experiencing as much as possiblq,their religion, their history, their
heritage,and the moral and ethical values which it has to contribute to humanity.
The school has certainly fulfilled its objectives and even more,in being able to
extend its facilitiees to all who have joined our school.

Bducation is an all embracing exercise, It is not just the accumulation of
knowledge, We must learn the meaning of life,and not just the art of living,
Mankind has done much to make life easier and more comfortable, But little

has been done to make it more free and tolerant, less unjust and brutal. Ve have
opened wide the windows of our minds to every adventure and exploration in the
realms of knowledge and the domains of science=to improve our material comforts.
But many of us have shut our hearts to those promptingsof our better
selves, that would have us welcome every man as our brother, Mankind has still
to rid the world of its inhumanity, its terrible violence, its racial hatreds,

its religious animosities, its social confliets, that set man against man,

race against race, and group against group, Mankind has yet to put into practice
the elementary truth of religion that beneath the dome of G-d's temple, there is
room for all His children. Man is yet to recognise the right of every human
being, to walk the earth without fear, free to obey the dictates of his own
conscience, which must be disciplined to ensure,that it causes no harm to his g
fellowman, :

A1l this is the foundation of our Jewish philosophy of life, The Ten Commandments,
given to us at Mount Sinai are the formula of life for all humanity.

If we remember and live by the prineciple so well expressed by our sage Hillel -
"Whet is hateful unto you do not do unto others, the world would be a better
place to live in., Pamse

Children, when I look at you this evening and reflect on the past 22 years of the
existence of our school, my heart fills with great joy and pride. I remember
clearly our very first clasg)which consisted of only nine pupils, 656 pupils
have been through our school since then, since 1961, Each one a unique individual,
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esch with his own personality and ability. Some fat, some thin, some tall,
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some short, some jolly, some serious, some diligentvand some even lazy.

But everyone of them has grown into a good-hearted, considerate and honest

humen being. When I meet them from time to time, not only here in Zimbabhwe

but wherever I may find myself, in Israel, in South Africa, in England,

and other countries, the wonderful family-like bond which has always exigted

in our Sharon School is renewed with warmth and affection., Quite often,there

is a kmock on the door of my home,which when opens reveals a face, a very
familiar face, but at times I have to think - who is this young man or lady who
is kissing me at the door? No wonder, Some I have not seen for years, and
although I myself have not changed that much, except for some wrinkles on my

face and perhaps a few strands of grey hair, they have definitely changed from
small children to mature men and women., Many of them are fathers and mothers
todag,and with pride they show me photos of their own children. How lovely.

I feel as if I have so many children;and so many grandechildren as well, I am g0
lunkyueyﬁghildren, I am a grown up person, When I was a child I also went %o
school, and I would like to tell you that the best years in life are the -

years you spend in schosl.;/ We want so much to be grown up. We think that
being grown up is so much écre exciting and important. Well, I wonder? pousc

I know that to be a child at school can be hard at times, So much homework
ézﬁthoigzﬁiowed to play before the work is done, The teachers get annoyed for
this or that. Mr, Turner calls me to his office for a yunishment% for a good
point? Oh, exams again, how I hate them, Ang§ my classmates......, 80 much,

g0 much is demanded of me, I just can't do it!?iyﬁéver say I can't, Say I will
try. I must confess, I am naughty at times, and careless, and inconsiderate

and even lazy., VYes, being a pupil can be hard at timea.ﬁj4%§xt I still like school
and my friends and teachers, It isn't all bad and hard. / Tt is interesting and
full of fun too.

Yes, children, all these feelings which we experience throughout our school years
are experiences of growing up., Through them we learn not only sums, reading and
writing, nature, geography, science, we learn how to cope with problems sand
difficulties, both physical,academie)and soeial., We learn to accept ourselves,
and to get along with other people, We learn to share our joys and sOorrows,

A1l these experiences encourage us to utilise our abilities, and do the best

we can in all we do,/as achievement, recognition and friendship give us such
great satisfaction/and make our parents and teachers proud of us, And this mekes
us very happy.
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Pupils of Grade Seven. You are now on the threshhold of adulthood.

I know that you have worked hard throughout the years, that you have matured

in all aspects and that you will be able to face the future in High school with
courage and determination to do your best.

I wish you good health, success and happiness in all your endeavours.

Remember that everyone in Sharon School will continue to follow your activities

in the future, as you are and will always be dear members of our Sharon School
family., Good luck, and may G-d bless you,

T would like to thank Mr, Turner and the staff for allowing me the priviledge

of participating in the preparations of ?his’year's concgrt, togethi; with‘é; TR
r, Selomon and lirs, Kats, M @ spesal Hauk goo © F= Tocters 207 ¥
As you know, I have relinquished my position as Head of the Hebrew Department

last April. But as Sharon School has been my home for over 21 years, I

camnot tear myself away from it, I still feel part of it and always will.

I care deeply for all of you.

To those who will be awarded prizes this evening I extend my heartiest
congratulations and Mazal tov, and to those who have missed this privilege, ]
I would say, do not be discouraged, but continue trying)for, in one way or

another, your effortg,will somehow be rewarded.

Thank you.
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Ia ﬁémg a few words to ysu befere presenting you with your well
earned Bat-Hitsvah ﬁmﬂut». I do #0 with a deep sense of pride
and satisfaction, '

On behalf of the Central African Zionist Orgamisstion, waich I have the
honour to represent here todsy, I bring you Zioms Greetinga and have to
offer our hemtiest comgratulsticms both on your achievesents im your
studies leading to this grest day for you, and thse way that you have
ecnducted yourselves in this momings ceremony.

4s Mot-Hitzveh you have accepted the responsidilities that growing up
to adulthood has placed upom you and I have no doudbt that +he sxporience
of leaming at s Jewish Day School will have enriched you for the
future. I am sure that Sharonm School sad its teachers will have
provided you with the confidence of your Jewish identity that you will
alvays be proud.

It 1e of interest that this year 1o the 21st year of Sharon Schools
existence, and marks also its own coming of age. I remember the hopes
and ssperations thst were expressed by the founders of the school,

{of which I sm proud o hove been ome of them) .-

It is with a sense of gratification as I am here today that I look back
on all the fine achievements of all the pupile who have passed through
it. The confidence of that early bosrd has been fully Justified, and
in you all here today we see the shining exampies Of what I mean.

This ysars Bat-Nitsvsh is the 7th suoh ceresony organised by Jharon School
snd you sre privileged to be the participante. The nusber 7 - SREVA
is one that plays an important role in Jewish philosophy, holding mneny
Holy conatatioms and Blessings, including the Sheva Barachat recited at

a wedding ceremony. May your next big Jimcha be one at which these
Seven Blessings will be recited and we all hope to be present to weiie
with you omn that day.

Hay you 21l bs blessed im your future undertskings and may good fcm«,
8004 health and happiness be with you throughout your lives.

¥ith Ziom's Greetings snd s Nearty Hazeltov to you all, and to your
parents who have joined you on thie besutiful cgession,
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Words of Heyveru Shalom Aleichenm, ..

Heyvenu Shalom Shalom Shalom Aleichem (four times
He-veynu Shalonm Aleichen (four times

 CHANUKAH

The celebration of Chanukah begins on the 25th day
of Kislev. It commemmorates the victory of Judas,
Maccabeus over the Syrian Greeks, whose king,
Antiochus IV (of whose dominion the Land of Israel
then formed z part), tried to impose Greek customs
and the worship of Greek idols on the Jews, and
forvade the observance of the Jewish religion,

The successful revolt was led by Judas Maccabeus
who entered Jerusalem and rededicated the Temple,
which had been defiled by the Syrians with idol
worship and the sacrifice of unclean animals,
When the perpetual lanmp was about to be 1lit, only
‘one cruse of Holy 0il was found undefiled,
sufficient only for the needs of one day. .
According to legend, however, the oil lasted for
eight days, long enough for a new supply to be
prepared, In memory of this miracle, the
principal observance of Chanuksh is the kindling
of lights, one on the first night, two on the
gecond, and so on until eight lights are kindled
on the eighth day,

The festival of Chanukah occurs this year on'
Friday lst Decerker,




